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Children’s Literature  
American Constitution and Keys Events, Ideas, and Leaders that Highlight 

Constitutional Rights and Ideals 
 

The following list of books is a sampling of what is available to teach about the origins, 
meaning,  and  application  of  the  American  Constitution  to  the  government  it 
established,  and  the  freedoms  that  it  protects.    The  numbers  after  the  publisher  and 
date refer to the approximate grades at which the books can be used. Some materials 
are  fiction  showing  a  character’s  experience  in  using  rights  to  correct  an  injustice. 
Biography  and  fiction  are  provided  on  the  same  list  because  in  children’s  literature, 
biographies often have a narrative story‐like character.   

 
Non Fiction: 

Allen, Kathy. U.S. Constitution. Capstone Press, 2008. (K‐1) 
 
Aretha, David. Montgomery Bus Boycott. Morgan Reynolds Publishing, 2008. (7‐12) 
 
Aretha, David. Selma and the Voting Rights Act. Morgan Reynolds, 2007. (3‐7) 
 
Borden, Louise. America Is….  Simon & Schuster, 2005.  (K‐3) 
 
Burgan, Michael. Declaration of Independence. Coughlan, 2000. (3‐7) 
 
Catrow, David. We the Kids: The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States. 
Penguin, 2002. (2‐6) 
 
Cheney, Lynne. America: A Patriotic Primer. Simon & Schuster, 2002. (K‐4) 
 
Cheney, Lynne. We the People: The Story of Our Constitution. Simon & Schuster, 2008. 
(3‐8) 
 
Coleman, Warren. The Bill of Rights (New True). Children’s Press, 1987. (K‐2) 
 
Conway, John R. A Look at the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Amendments: Slavery 
Abolished, Equal Protection Established. Enslow, 2008. (9‐12) 
 
Cornelius, Kay. Supreme Court. Chelsea House, 2000. (2‐6) 
 
Crompton, Samuel. McCulloch v Maryland: Implied Powers of the Federal 
Government. Facts on File, 2007. (5‐12) 
 
Cruz, Barbara. Triumphs and Struggles for Latino Civil Rights. Enslow, 2008. (5‐12) 
 
Elish, Dan. U.S. Supreme Court. Scholastic, 2007. (4‐8) 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Feldman, Ruth. How Congress Works: A Look at the Legislative Branch. Lerner, 
2004. (8‐12) 
 
Fish, Bruce & Becky. The Speaker of the House of Representative. Chelsea House, 2001. 
(8‐12) 
 
Freeman, Russell. In Defense of Liberty: The Story of the Bill of Rights. Holiday House, 
2003. (5‐11) 
 
Freeman, Russell. Kids at Work: Lewis Hine and the Crusade Against Child Labor. 
Houghton Mifflin, 1998. (4‐11) 
 
Fridell, Ron. Miranda Law: The Right to Remain Silent. Cavendish, Marshall, 2005. (8‐
12) 
 
Fritz, Jean. Shh…We’re Writing the Constitution. Penguin, 1997. (2‐6) 
 
George, Linda and Charles. Civil Rights Marches. Scholastic, 2000. (4‐8) 
 
Gold, Susan.  The Civil Rights Act of 1964. Candlewick Press, 2010. (2‐8) 
 
Gold, Susan.  Engel v Vitale: Prayer in the Schools. Cavandish Marshall, 2005. (8‐12) 
 
Gourse, Leslie. The Congress. Scholastic, 1994. (5‐8) 
 
Hamilton, John. The Bill Of Rights (Government in Action!). Checkerboard Books, 2004. 
(3‐6) 
 
Hamilton, John. The Constitution (Government in Action!). Checkerboard Books, 2004. 
(3‐6) 
 
Hasday, Judy. The Civil Rights Act Of 1964: An End to Racial Segregation. Chelsea 
House, 2007. (7‐12)  
 
Hinds, Maurene. Furman V. Georgia and the Death Penalty Debate: Debating Supreme 
Court Decisions. Enslow, 2005. (8‐12) 
 
Horn, Geoffrey. Bill of Rights and Other Amendments. Gareth Stevens Pub., 2003. (4‐5) 
 
Horn, Geoffrey. Congress. Gareth Stevens Pub., 2003. (5‐12) 
 
Hynes, Patricia. Rights and Values. Cherry Lake, 2007. (2‐6) 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January, Brendan.  The Supreme Court. Scholastic,  2004. (3‐6) 
 
Jarrow, Gail. Printer’s Trial: The Case of John Peter Zenger and the Fight for a Free 
Press. Calkins Creek Books, 2006. (4‐8) 
 
Jones, Veda. The Senate. Chelsea House, 2000. (4‐8) 
 
Jakubiak, David J. What Does a Supreme Court Justice Do? Rosen, 2010. (3‐5) 
 
Kallen, Stuart. John Jay. ABDO Publishing, 2001. (8‐12) 
 
Katz, Bobbi. We the People: Poems. Greenwillow Books, 2000. (1‐5) 
 
King, David C. Freedom of Assembly (Land of the Free). Millbrook Press, 1997. (3‐6) 
 
King, David C. The Right To Speak Out (Land of the Free). Millbrook Press, 1997. (3‐6) 
 
Krull, Kathleen. A Kids' Guide to America's Bill of Rights: Curfews, Censorship, and the 
100‐Pound Giant. HarperCollins, 1999. (4‐5) 
 
Landau, Elaine. The President's Work: A Look at the Executive Branch. Lerner, 2004.  
(4‐5) 
 
Leavitt, Amie. Bill of Rights in Translation. Coughlan,  2008. (2‐8) 
 
Leavitt, Amie. Declaration of Independence in Translation: What It Really Means. 
Coughlan, 2008. (2‐8) 
 
LeVert, Suzanne. Congress. Children’s Press, 2005. (5‐8) 
 
Levy, Elizabeth. If You Were There When They Signed the Constitution... Scholastic, 
1992. (3‐8) 
 
Maestro, Betty. Coming to America: The Story of Immigration. Scholastic, 1996. (1‐4) 
 
Maury, Robert. Citizenship: Rights and Responsibilities. Mason Crest, 2008. (5‐8) 
 
McNeese, Tim.  Brown v Board of Education: Integrating America’s Schools. Chelsea 
House, 2006. (8‐12) 
 
McNeese, Tim.  Dred Scott v Sanford: The Pursuit of Freedom. Chelsea House, 2006. (8‐
12) 
 
McNeese, Tim & Shane Mountjoy.  Madison v Marbury.  Chelsea House, 2006. (5‐12) 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McNeese, Tim.  Plessy v Ferguson: Separate But Equal. Chelsea House, 2006. (8‐12) 
 
McNeese, Tim.  Regents of University of California v Bakke: American Education and 
Affirmative Action. Chelsea House, 2007. (8‐12) 
 
Minor, Wendell. America the Beautiful. Penguin 2005. (K‐4) 
 
Mitchell, Barbara. Father of the Constitution: A Story about James Madison. Lerner, 
2004. (5‐8) 
 
Mountjoy, Shane. Engel V. Vitale: School Prayer and the Establishment Clause. Chelsea 
House, 2006. (8‐12) 
 
Partner, Daniel. House of Representatives. Chelsea House, 2000. (5‐8) 
 
Patrick, Diane. The Executive Branch. Scholastic, 1994. (4‐8) 
 
Peterson, Christine. The U.S. Constitution (First Fact Books), 2006. (K‐1) 
 
Pearl, Norman. The Bill of Rights (American Symbols). Picture Window Books, 2002.  
(K‐2) 
 
Pearl, Norman. The U.S. Constitution (American Symbols). Picture Window Books, 
2004. (K‐2) 
 
Prentzas, G. S. Gideon V. Wainwright: The Right to Free Legal Counsel.  Facts on File, 
2007. (8‐12) 
 
Quiri, Patricia. The Bill of Rights. Scholastic, 1998. (3‐5) 
 
Quiri, Patricia. The Congress. Scholastic, 1998. (3‐5) 
 
Quiri, Patricia. The Constitution. Scholastic, 1998. (3‐5) 
 
Quiri, Patricia. The Declaration of Independence. Scholastic, 1998. (3‐5) 
 
Quiri, Patricia. The Presidency. Scholastic, 2006. (3‐5) 
 
Quiri, Patricia. The Supreme Court. Scholastic, 1999. (3‐5) 
 
Rappaport, Doreen. Tinker vs Des Moines: Student Rights on Trial. HarperCollins, 1993. 
(5‐12) 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Rivera, Sheila. The Bill of Rights. ABDO Publishing, 2004. (5‐12) 
 
Roensch, Greg. Furman v Georgia: Cruel and Unusual Punishment. Facts on File, 2007. 
(5‐12) 
 
Ruschmann, Paul. Private Property Rights. Chelsea House, 2007. (5‐8) 
 
Sobel, Syl. How the U.S. Government Works. Barron's Educational Series, 1999. (2‐5) 
 
Sobel, Syl. The Bill of Rights: Protecting Our Freedom Then and Now. Barron's 
Educational Series, 2008. (2‐5) 
 
Sobel, Syl. The U.S. Constitution and You. Barron's Educational Series, 2001. (2‐5) 
 
Stokes, John. Students on Strike: Jim Crow, Civil Rights, Brown, and Me. National 
Geographic, 2007. (5‐12) 
 
Streissguth, Thomas. Clay V. United States and how Muhammad Ali Fought the Draft: 
Debating Supreme Court Decisions. Enslow, 2006. (5‐12) 
 
Supples, Kevin. Speaking Out: The Civil Rights Movement 1950‐1964. National 
Geographic, 2005. (4‐9) 
 
Taylor‐Butler, Christine. The Bill of Rights. Children's Press, 2008. (4‐8) 
 
Taylor‐Butler, Christine. The Constitution of the United States. Children's Press, 2008. 
(4‐8) 
 
Taylor‐Butler, Christine. Supreme Court. Children's Press, 2008. (4‐8) 
 
Teitelbaum, Michael. The U.S. Constitution (Our Government and Citizenship). Child’s 
World, 2004. (2‐3) 
 
Travis, Cathy. Constitution ‐ Translated for Kids. Synergy Books, 2006 (5‐8) 
 
Van Meter, Larry. United States V. Nixon: The Question of Executive Privilege. Facts on 
File, 2007. (8‐12) 
 
Wagner, Heather. The Supreme Court. Chelsea House, 2000. (5‐12) 
 

Biography and Fiction 
Adler, David. Heroes for Civil Rights. Holiday House, 2007 (1‐5) 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Amnesty International. Free?: Stories About Human Rights. Candlewick Press, 2010.  
(7‐12) 
 
Avrech, Robert. Hebrew Kid and the Apache Maiden. Seraphic Press, 2006. (6‐11) 
 
Bader, Bonnie.  Who Was Martin Luther King, Jr.? Penguin, 2007. (3‐6) 
 
Ching, Jacqueline. Thomas Jefferson. DK Publishing, 2009. (5‐12) 
 
Cohen, Barbara. Molly’s Pilgrim. Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1983. (3‐6) 
 
Cohn, Janice. Christmas Menorahs: How a Town Fought Hate. Albert Whitman & 
Company, 2000 (3‐5) 
 
Coles, Robert. The Story of Ruby Bridges. Scholastic, 2004. (3‐7) 
 
Curtis, Christopher C. The Watsons Go to Birmingham ‐ 1963. Random House, 1997.  
(5‐11) 
 
Davis, Jenny.  Checking on the Moon.  Orchard Books, 1991. (6‐10) 
 
Davis, Ossie. Just Like Martin. Puffin, 1995.  
 
Golenbock, Peter. Teammates. Gulliver Books. 1990 (K‐6) 
 
Fradin, Dennis & Judith.  Ida B. Wells: Mother of the Civil Rights Movement. Clarion, 
2000. (5‐12) 
 
Fradin, Dennis. Signers: The 56 Stories Behind the Declaration of Independence. 
Walker & Co., 2003. (5‐12) 
 
Freedman, Russell. The Voice That Challenged a Nation: Marian Anderson and the 
Struggle for Equal Rights. Clarion Books, 2004. (4‐9) 
 
Fritz, Jean. Great Little Madison. Penguin, 1998. (5‐8) 
 
Fritz, Jean. Will You Sign Here, John Hancock?  Penguin 1997. (3‐9) 
 
Fritz, Jean. You Want Women to Vote, Lizzy Stanton? Penguin,1999. (3‐9) 
 
Hardy, Sheila.  Extraordinary People of the Civil Rights Movement. Children's Press, 
2007. (9‐12) 
 
Harness, Cheryl.  George Washington. National Geographic Society, 2006. (3‐5) 



Compiled by Dr. Margaret Hill, Director, California Three Rs Project 

 
Hopkinson, Deborah.  Susan B. Anthony: Fighter for Women’s Rights. Aladdin, 2005.  
(1‐3)  
 
Hort, Lenny. George Washington. DK Publishing, 2004. (5‐8) 
 
Kamma, Anna. If You Lived When Women Won Their Rights. Scholastic, 2008. (5‐8) 
 
Kellaher, Karen. Rosa Parks: Civil Rights Pioneer. Harper Collins, 2006 (2‐4) 
 
Krensky, Stephen. George Washington: The Man Who Would Not Be King. Scholastic, 
1991. (3‐5) 
 
Levine, Ellen.  Freedom’s Children: Young Civil Rights Activists Tell Their Stories. 
Turtleback Books, 2002. 
 
Mara, Wil. Thurgood Marshall: Champion for Civil Rights. Children’s Press, 2004. (5‐11) 
 
Mcwhorter, Diane. A Dream of Freedom : The Civil Rights Movement from 1954 to 
1968. Scholastic, 2004. (5‐9) 
 
Michelson, Richard. As Good as Anybody. Random House, 2008. (K‐5) 
 
Miller, Jake. The 1963 March on Washington. Rosen, 2004. (2‐5) 
 
Mills, Claudia. Standing Up to Mr. O. Hyperion Book , 2000. (4‐7) 
 
Morrison, Toni. Remember: The Journey to School Integration. Houghton Mifflin, 2004. 
(4‐11) 
 
O’Neal, Zibby.  A Long Way to Go. Puffin, 1990. (6‐11)  
 
Patridge, Elizabeth.  Marching for Freedom: Walk Together Children and Don’t Grow 
Weary. Penguin, 2009. (6‐12) 
 
Pinkney, Andrea. Sit‐In: How Four Friends Stood Up by Sitting Down. Little, Brown, 
2010. (1‐3) 
 
Polacco, Patricia. Aunt Chip and the Great Triple Creek Dam Affair. Philomel Books, 
1996. (K‐3) 
 
Quackenbush, Robert.  Stop the Presses, Nellie’s Got a Scoop: The Story of Nellie Bly. 
Simon & Schuster, 1992. (3‐5) 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Ringgold, Faith. If a Bus Could Talk: The Story of Rosa Parks. Simon & Schuster, 2002. 
(K‐3) 
 
Ruffin, Frances. Frederick Douglass: Rising Up from Slavery. Sterling, 2008. (4‐6) 
 
Schwabach, Karen. The Hope Chest. Random House, 2008. (5‐8) 
 
Shelton, Paula. Child of the Civil Rights Movement. Schwartz & Wade, 2010. (K‐3) 
 
Stone, Tanya. Abraham Lincoln. DK Publishing, 2004. (3‐6) 
 
Stone, Tanya. Elizabeth Leads the Way: Elizabeth Cady Stanton and the Right to Vote. 
Square Fish, 2010. (1‐5) 
 
Sullivan, George. Abraham Lincoln. Scholastic, 2000. (5‐8) 
 
Venezia, Mike. James Madison. Scholastic, 2005. (3‐5) 


